Aloha and welcome to this celebration of Jeri

On behalf of Robert, thank you for being here. It is a great honor for me to do this for Robert and Jeri, and it was a greater honor and privilege to have known Jeri, and be able to be her friend and share her life for 10 years.

She was such a wonderful person, everyone she met loved her and she loved them back. Like all of her friends, I am deeply saddened about her passing, but I am relieved that she is not suffering and in pain anymore. When I got the news, for some reason, I got online and read the surf report, it was fitting that Jeri passed when a big south swell was leaving; I think that she left with it.

It is irony that many of the greatest memories to cherish are rooted right here…on this beach and out in those waves. This beach, this ocean and particularly the surf were such a huge part of her. Besides Robert, this was what she lived for.

I remember one day while bogey boarding at the pier, mentioning how much fun surfing was, even suggested she try it…the rest is history! She was really good at it. Whether it was watching her from the beach, or watching her in videos, it was easy to see that she loved surfing, and she was very passionate about it…it was part of her. Robert told me she would get “grumpy” if she did not get to surf. Watching her finish riding for the day was special. She came out of the water and you could tell that she was so fulfilled and happy…her smile gave it away.
It was fun swimming out with Robert and visiting with Jeri in the line up…you could tell she always was having fun, visiting with friends, being where she wanted to be, smiling, and waiting for that next nice wave. We could be talking with her, and as soon as she spotted the next right one, her eyes lit up, she became focused, and she turned and was off to catch it.

Jeri was a very special person and held so, so many wonderful virtues. It goes without saying that she really was really inspiring….such an incredible amount of strength and courage, the way she faced everything in her life, straight head on and she never seemed afraid. She possessed such an amazing amount of determination to succeed at whatever she took on. By her example, I believe that she has passed that strength, courage and determination along to others.

She probably did not know it, but Jeri taught so many so much. She gave different types of life lessons. We watched Jeri practice and give the examples to us every day such as; every day is a new day and live it to the fullest; don’t worry about things you can’t control, control what you can; do what is important for you and what makes you strong and happy. She also taught us that whatever we face, we deal with it; it is what it is; life with it; make peace with it; cherish life; value what you love and who you love; and make the best things, because they are what they are.

Even though Jeri I physically gone and will be missed, her wonderful spirit and strong presence will surround us and her soul will continue to live in these waves and in this ocean, and in our hearts.

Mahalo to Jeri for sharing her life with us, it was such a great ride….and may the new waves she rides be big, glassy and go on forever.
